	Romanian Government approves financing of ELI-NP



	Good afternoon! At the Government meeting of today, regarding the Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports, along with the normative documents that were presented to you by Madam the Spokesperson, o note was approved concerning the building at Magurele, Ilfov County, of the Extreme Light Infrastructure-Nuclear Physics Facility, for research in the field of lasers and nuclear physics, in the frame of the European research infrastructure dedicated to the extreme light. Practically, this is a very important step in the construction of this laser infrastructure, the largest ever scientific project in Romania. Romania, may I remind you, has been designated to host one pillar of the most powerful laser ever built in the world. With the today decision of the Government, we can now go forward and submit the project evaluation to JASPERS, and then continue with approaching the European Commission for evaluation. The value of the project amounts to 280 million Euros that will come from European funds. This normative document is witness of the very strong Government commitment with respect to scientific research. I wish to remind you that since taking over my mandate, I have fulfilled several essential points in the governing program, as for instance joining CERN, the world largest research centre in high energy and particle physics and also what we did today for the construction of this research infrastructure. At the same time, the research budget sent by the Government to the Parliament takes into account a raise of 40% compared to 2009. The research budget was 1.1 Billion Lei in 2010. The Government has sent to the Parliament a proposal of 1.5 Billion Lei for the research budget. I would like to add, concerning the research budget that, at the same time with supplementing the research money, these funds will be awarded for scientific performances and not just on basis of friendly relations, friendly evaluation and for irrelevant scientific projects. This is because we must concentrate the resources in the field of research and to do this around the laser infrastructure project at Magurele and to award the research money for scientific quality and not other interests as it was often the case in the past.


